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Ambassador of the Mission of Moldova to the EU, Daniela Morari MEP Dan Barna Maison du 

MédiaLab résidents, EU Commissioner Marta Kos,  Moldova’s Deputy PM Cristina 

Gherasimov, in Maison du MédiaLab, April 2025. 

Dear friends in the European media community, 

In April, Europe MédiaLab co-hosted a special cultural evening with our Moldovan residents at the 

Maison du MédiaLab, celebrating Moldova’s heritage and its European aspirations. The event brought 

together journalists, diplomats, and policymakers, highlighting the role of cultural diplomacy in EU 

integration. 

A new wave of six journalists has been pre-selected to join us soon, further strengthening East-West 

media cooperation. We are also seeking support for post-programme accommodation to help our 

alumni continue their work in Brussels. 

Warm regards, Europe MédiaLab Team 

Christophe Leclercq                                 Thierry Leroy                                              Sharon Leclercq-Spooner 

Chair, Europe MédiaLab                         Secretary General                                      Co-initiator Maison du MédiaLab 

+32 497 46 89 38                                     +32 2 615 06 53                                          +32 (0) 497 55 01 34 

fondateur@europemedialab.eu             secgen@europemedialab.eu                    coinitiator@europemedialab.eu      

 

Aliaksandr Babiy                                       Mélie Carcenac 

Programme coordinator                          Communication manager 

+32 (0) 2 615 06 57                                  +32 (0) 2 615 06 57  
stars4media@europemedialab.eu         communication@europemedialab.eu    

 

And residents,  

Tetyana Vysotska  

European Pravda, Espreso 

Valeriia Pashko  

Suspilne, Public Broadcaster 

Iulia Sarivan  

Jurnal TV, and Deutsche Welle 

Elena Zagnat  

Agora.md 

Vazha Tavberidze  

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 

Beqa Beriashvili 

Interpressnews, Palitra News 

If you would like further details about our activities, please do not hesitate to get in touch. Stay 

conected with us on LinkedIn: Europe MédiaLab (Stars4Media) and Christophe Leclercq. 
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Monthly event: Moldova: Rădăcini și tradiții cu gust.  

 

On Monday, 7 April, Europe MediaLab, 

alongside the Moldovan residents of Maison 

du Médialab, hosted a special cultural 

evening celebrating Moldovan heritage, 

bringing together diplomats, policymakers, 

media stakeholders and journalists. 

Traditional dishes were prepared during a 

culinary workshop led by Șezătoare 

Bruxelles, a local Moldovan cultural group, 

adding authenticity and community spirit to 

the event.  

A highlight was the participation of Marta 

Kos, European Commissioner for 

Enlargement, Cristina Gherasimov, Deputy 

Prime Minister for European Integration of 

Moldova, and Dan Barna, Romanian MEP, 

they joined in preparing plăcinte cu brânză, 

Moldovan delicacy.  
 

 

Looking for accommodation for the Maison du MédiaLab alumni 

Maison du MédiaLab and its co-founders are also helping correspondents beyond 6 months. One of 

the co-founders agreed to host two alumni for the 6 months following the programme. This will allow 

them to stay in Brussels and continue their crucial work of reporting about the EU and NATO. Other 

people in Brussels have hosted Ukrainian refugees now typically well integrated and living elsewhere 

more on to the next challenge?  What about you? In some years, would you like to tell your 

grandchildren that you helped defend democracy and empower the further EU enlargement?  

If yes, please do contact us! 

 

 

More Eastern journalists are about to come to the maison du 

MédiaLab! 

Last month, the selection committee, made of Europe MédiaLab along with the EFJ (trade unions) and 

API-IPA (accredited journalists), selected six new journalists from Eastern Europe. These journalists 

will come to the Maison du MédiaLab soon and have the opportunity to cover EU and NATO events 

from Brussels, the heart of Europe. Stay tuned to find out who they are and how they help bridge the 

East and the West! 
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Journalists Updates  
Elena Zagnat 

Agora.md (Moldova) 

 

In April, Elena Zagnat, covered several key 

developments concerning Moldova’s European 

integration and defence collaboration. She 

reported on Moldova's potential to receive EU 

support for strengthening its air defence 

capacities, and detailed Moldova’s advanced 

progress in EU accession preparations, 

particularly its screening process. She explored 

the country’s inclusion in EU joint defence 

procurements through the SAFE mechanism, 

and also reported on statements by Dutch Prime 

Minister Mark Rutte regarding NATO’s role in 

helping Moldova face Russian threats. 

Additionally, she noted that Europe is 

witnessing its largest increase in defence 

spending since the fall of the Berlin Wall. On a 

lighter note, she shared a cultural exchange 

experience, making traditional Moldovan 

pastries at the Maison du MédiaLab.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valeriia Pashko 

Suspilne Media (Ukraine) 

 

This month, Valeriia Pashko produced a series 

of EU/NATO-focused reports for Suspilne 

Media, offering in-depth coverage of key 

diplomatic developments and international 

responses to the ongoing war in Ukraine. Her 

reporting highlighted President Zelenskyy’s 

high-level meetings with European Commission 

President Ursula von der Leyen and Italian 

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, as well as his 

discussions with UK Labour Party leader Keir 

Starmer. Valeriia also covered the EU’s 

advancement towards a 17th package of 

sanctions against Russia, Ukraine’s 

constitutional review of its critical minerals 

agreement with the United States, and 

forthcoming diplomatic meetings with Western 

partners. Her work continues to shed light on 

Ukraine’s evolving international strategy and its 

efforts to strengthen ties with key allies. 
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http://agora.md
https://agora.md/2025/04/16/r-moldova-ar-putea-primi-sprijin-european-pentru-dezvoltarea-capacitatilor-de-aparare-antiaeriana-sa-nu-avem-drone-care-explodeaza-alaturi-de-scoli-sau-de-spitale
https://agora.md/2025/04/16/r-moldova-ar-putea-primi-sprijin-european-pentru-dezvoltarea-capacitatilor-de-aparare-antiaeriana-sa-nu-avem-drone-care-explodeaza-alaturi-de-scoli-sau-de-spitale
https://agora.md/2025/04/10/r-moldova-bifeaza-o-noua-sesiune-de-screening-suntem-in-proces-foarte-avansat-de-pregatire-pentru-deschiderea-primului-cluster-video
https://agora.md/2025/04/08/comisia-europeana-r-moldova-poate-participa-pe-deplin-la-achizitiile-comune-de-aparare-ale-ue-detalii-despre-mecanismul-safe-video
https://agora.md/2025/04/02/rutte-despre-cum-nato-ar-putea-ajuta-r-moldova-sa-faca-fata-amenintarilor-rusesti-mai-bine-sa-i-lasam-pe-dusmanii-nostri-sa-ghiceasca-un-pic-video
https://agora.md/2025/04/02/rutte-despre-cum-nato-ar-putea-ajuta-r-moldova-sa-faca-fata-amenintarilor-rusesti-mai-bine-sa-i-lasam-pe-dusmanii-nostri-sa-ghiceasca-un-pic-video
https://agora.md/2025/04/03/reuniune-nato-la-bruxelles-este-cea-mai-mare-crestere-a-cheltuielilor-de-aparare-din-europa-de-la-caderea-zidului-berlinului
https://agora.md/2025/04/03/reuniune-nato-la-bruxelles-este-cea-mai-mare-crestere-a-cheltuielilor-de-aparare-din-europa-de-la-caderea-zidului-berlinului
https://agora.md/2025/04/09/cu-mainile-in-aluat-si-europa-la-masa-cum-am-facut-placinte-cu-marta-kos-si-ce-m-a-invatat-aceasta-experienta
https://agora.md/2025/04/09/cu-mainile-in-aluat-si-europa-la-masa-cum-am-facut-placinte-cu-marta-kos-si-ce-m-a-invatat-aceasta-experienta
https://suspilne.media/author/valeriia-pashko/
https://suspilne.media/1004113-zelenskij-zustricaetsa-z-fon-der-laen/
https://suspilne.media/1004113-zelenskij-zustricaetsa-z-fon-der-laen/
https://suspilne.media/1004041-zelenskij-planue-zustritisa-z-meloni-i-fon-der-laen/
https://suspilne.media/1004041-zelenskij-planue-zustritisa-z-meloni-i-fon-der-laen/
https://suspilne.media/1004017-zelenskij-pribuv-do-rezidencii-posla-britanii-na-zustric-zi-starmerom/
https://suspilne.media/1004017-zelenskij-pribuv-do-rezidencii-posla-britanii-na-zustric-zi-starmerom/
https://suspilne.media/990653-posli-evrosouzu-pidtrimuut-pocatok-roboti-nad-17-m-paketom-sankcij-proti-rosii-topdiplomat-es/
https://suspilne.media/990653-posli-evrosouzu-pidtrimuut-pocatok-roboti-nad-17-m-paketom-sankcij-proti-rosii-topdiplomat-es/
https://suspilne.media/987043-ukraina-analizue-ugodu-sodo-korisnih-kopalin-zi-ssa-na-vidpovidnist-konstitucii-sibiga/
https://suspilne.media/987043-ukraina-analizue-ugodu-sodo-korisnih-kopalin-zi-ssa-na-vidpovidnist-konstitucii-sibiga/
https://suspilne.media/1005365-v-mzs-ukraini-anonsuvali-novi-zustrici-z-partnerami-z-evropi-ta-ssa/


Iulia Sarivan 

Jurnal TV/ Deutsche Welle 

Vazha Tavberidze 

Radio Free Europe/ Georgia Today  

Now reporting from Tbilissi due to RFE 

issues and visa questions  

  

Tetyana Vysotska 

European Pravda/ Espresso TV 

Beka  Beriashvili 

Interpressnews/ Palitra News 

Now reporting from Tiblissi due to media 

revenues and visa questions 
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