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Dear friends in the European media community,

We are delighted to send you this first newsletter about the Maison du MédiaLab, which is now fully
operational. The programme provides journalists from Eastern Europe with a space for professional
development, networking, and innovation. Each month, we will share updates on life at La Maison, the
correspondents hosted and working there, as well as the events being organised.

Ensuring professional working conditions for the journalist, connecting them with the press corps, EU and
NATO institutions, and key figures essential to their editorial work, the Maison du MédiaLab programme has
been lunch. They receive strong and regular support from us, as well as from coaches who are media specialists,
and experts on the EU and NATO.

As you will see, January—the first month in which all six correspondents settled in—was filled with meetings
and editorial production.

If you would like more specific information about the work being carried out, please do not hesitate to contact
us.

Stay connected with us on LinkedIn: Europe Médial.ab (Stars4Media) and Christophe Leclercq.

Warm regards,

Europe MédiaLab Team
Christophe Leclercq Thierry Leroy Sharon Leclercqg-Spooner
Chair, Europe MédiaLab Secretary General Co-initiator Maison du MédiaLab
+32 497 46 89 38 +32 2 615 06 53 +32(0) 497 55 01 34
fondateur@europemedialab.eu secgen@europemedialab.eu coinitiator@europemedialab.eu
Aliaksandr Babiy Mélie Carcenac
Programme coordinator Communication manager
+32 (0) 2 615 06 57 +32 (0) 2 615 06 57
starsamedia@europemedialab.eu communication@europemedialab.eu
And residents,
Tetyana Vysotska Valeriia Pashko Iulia Sarivan
European Pravda, Espreso Suspilne, Public Broadcaster Jurnal TV, and Deutsche Welle
vV
Elena Zagnat Vazha Tavberidze Beqa Beriashvili
Agora.md Radio Free Europe/ Radio Interpressnews, Palitra News

Liberty, and Georgia Today


https://www.linkedin.com/company/18323517/admin/dashboard/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cleclercq/
mailto:fondateur@europemedialab.eu

StarsqMedia Day XI: "Democracy & Maison du MédiaLab”

StarsgMedia Day XI, marked the launch of the Maison du MédiaLab to support Eastern European journalists.
Ambassadors from Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and Armenia highlighted the critical role of this initiative in

strengthening EU and NATO coverage.

The event brought together policymakers and media professionals to address democratic and media economic
resilience challenges. Discussions centered on the implementation and impact of key EU regulations,

including the DSA, DMA, and the Media Freedom Act.

Véra Jourova, Vice-Rector at Charles University in Prague and former EU Commission Vice President,
stressed the need for strict enforcement, stating: “Please enforce all the rules in full. My message to Brussels:

enforce all the rules in full. I wouldn’t want to see any kind of digital appeasement.”

Among the distinguished speakers and panellists were EU Enlargement Commissioner Marta Kos, European
Parliament First Vice President Sabine Verheyen, and representatives from the European Federation of
Journalists (EFJ), International Press Association (IPA), European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO),
Reporters of Hope, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), Euractiv, and Politico Europe.

The event was made possible through the support of 25 registered journalists, four Ambassadors, and the
patronage of the European Parliament. Its success reflects the collaborative efforts of numerous partners,

donors, and advocates for media freedom like FTT consulting Europe.

Moving forward, efforts will focus on expanding the reach and impact of Maison du MédiaLab, fostering new

partnerships, securing funding, and strengthening mentorship opportunities for resident journalists.

Relive the highlights of the event:

m  Watch the highlight video of the event
m Read our article on LinkedIn post



https://youtu.be/ES3ZpxuUeOM
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7288221086884728835

Resident Updates & Featured Work

Maison du MédiaLab journalists are actively working, covering EU and NATO affairs, tackling pressing issues

in European media and democracy. From investigative reports to cross-border collaborations, their projects

are already shaping meaningful discussions. You can find below some of their published work.

To provide regular updates on their progress, we will be featuring some of the work of two journalists every

months, ensuring that each resident’s contributions are highlighted.

Here is the first published work from two of our six resident journalists and a full overview of the current

group, you can find a gallery of profiles below.

MD Elena Zagnat
Agora

In recent weeks, key developments regarding
Moldova's EU accession and energy security have

taken center stage in Brussels. AGORA has become

one of the first Moldovan media institutions to
establish a correspondent in the EU capital,
strengthening coverage of critical events. The first

screening session for Moldova's EU accession

negotiations officially began in January, with
European Commission experts expressing hopes for
in _April to

an intergovernmental conference

advance the process. Meanwhile, geopolitical
tensions persist, with Erench Foreign Minister

warning that Moldova is facing energy asphyxiation
from Russia, a concern echoed by Baltic Foreign

Ministers, who condemned Moscow’s use of energy
as a political pressure tool. In response, the EU has
reaffirmed its support, with European Commission

President Ursula von der Leven announcing a €30

UA Valeriia Pashko
Suspilne Public Broadcaster

In recent weeks, key diplomatic, economic, and
security events have shaped the European and global

landscape. President Zelenskyi met with EU leaders,

UK representatives, NATO Secretary General, and
top EU officials to discuss pressing geopolitical

issues. The EU Council convened soon after, followed

by Christmas celebrations. As the new year began,

Poland assumed the Presidency of the Council of the

EU, while Russia terminated gas transit through
Ukraine and later cut off supplies to Transnistria,

further escalating energy concerns. Meanwhile,

reports surfaced regarding the distribution of fake
military _summonses to Ukrainians, adding to
regional tensions. The European Commission held
key briefings, and the Ramstein Meeting (Ukraine
Defense Contact Group - UDCG) convened, focusing

on military support for Ukraine. January also saw

StarsqMedia Day XI: “Democracy & Maison du

million aid package to ensure energy supply for

Transnistria and restore access to electricity and

Médial.ab”, highlighting the role of media and

democratic resilience. In security affairs, the Military


https://agora.md/2025/01/16/agora-printre-primele-institutii-media-din-r-moldova-care-va-avea-un-corespondent-in-capitala-ue
https://agora.md/2025/01/16/agora-printre-primele-institutii-media-din-r-moldova-care-va-avea-un-corespondent-in-capitala-ue
https://agora.md/2025/01/20/aderarea-r-moldova-la-ue-prima-sesiune-de-screening-din-2025-a-inceput-la-bruxelles-video?fbclid=IwY2xjawH7RfBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTeH64qT9dd-Bz0EkSxUF2dV3SDR_WWJCTcu3J6yMRdT6Jvb-tzvDfkI3Q_aem_lPrmVRv3QpvCX341EvSNrA
https://agora.md/2025/01/20/aderarea-r-moldova-la-ue-prima-sesiune-de-screening-din-2025-a-inceput-la-bruxelles-video?fbclid=IwY2xjawH7RfBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTeH64qT9dd-Bz0EkSxUF2dV3SDR_WWJCTcu3J6yMRdT6Jvb-tzvDfkI3Q_aem_lPrmVRv3QpvCX341EvSNrA
https://agora.md/2025/01/20/expert-al-comisiei-europene-despre-deschiderea-primului-cluster-in-procesul-de-negocieri-speram-in-aprilie-sa-putem-organiza-o-conferinta-interguvernamentala-cu-moldova-video
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/ministrul-francez-de-externe-r-moldova-este-supusa-unei-asfixieri-energetice-din-partea-rusiei-uniunea-europeana-ar-urma-sa-anunte-un-pachet-de-sprijin-video
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/ministrul-francez-de-externe-r-moldova-este-supusa-unei-asfixieri-energetice-din-partea-rusiei-uniunea-europeana-ar-urma-sa-anunte-un-pachet-de-sprijin-video
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/ministrii-de-externe-ai-tarilor-baltice-indignati-ca-rusia-foloseste-resursele-energetice-ca-instrument-de-presiune-politica-in-r-moldova-video
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/ministrii-de-externe-ai-tarilor-baltice-indignati-ca-rusia-foloseste-resursele-energetice-ca-instrument-de-presiune-politica-in-r-moldova-video
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/30-de-milioane-de-euro-pentru-criza-energetica-ursula-von-der-leyen-vom-livra-gaze-oamenilor-din-transnistria-si-vom-restabili-accesul-lor-la-energie-electrica-si-incalzire
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/30-de-milioane-de-euro-pentru-criza-energetica-ursula-von-der-leyen-vom-livra-gaze-oamenilor-din-transnistria-si-vom-restabili-accesul-lor-la-energie-electrica-si-incalzire
https://agora.md/2025/01/27/30-de-milioane-de-euro-pentru-criza-energetica-ursula-von-der-leyen-vom-livra-gaze-oamenilor-din-transnistria-si-vom-restabili-accesul-lor-la-energie-electrica-si-incalzire
https://www.youtube.com/live/f2JocOOERjM?feature=shared&t=7255
https://www.youtube.com/live/XyLiVOFbLkI?feature=shared&t=7267
https://www.youtube.com/live/n-ZKJWcnHdo?feature=shared&t=9136
https://www.youtube.com/live/X4yrVpg7cBU?feature=shared&t=293
https://www.youtube.com/live/X4yrVpg7cBU?feature=shared&t=293
https://www.youtube.com/live/X4yrVpg7cBU?feature=shared&t=293
https://suspilne.media/915537-u-evrokomisii-prokomentuvali-pripinenna-tranzitu-rosijskogo-gazu-cerez-ukrainu/
https://suspilne.media/915537-u-evrokomisii-prokomentuvali-pripinenna-tranzitu-rosijskogo-gazu-cerez-ukrainu/
https://www.youtube.com/live/q04yiSk6iOc?feature=shared&t=7623
https://www.youtube.com/live/q04yiSk6iOc?feature=shared&t=7623
https://suspilne.media/918923-u-ek-rozpovili-ak-komunikuut-z-moldovou-sob-pidtrimati-ii-energosistemu/
https://suspilne.media/918923-u-ek-rozpovili-ak-komunikuut-z-moldovou-sob-pidtrimati-ii-energosistemu/
https://suspilne.media/921631-nastupnij-ramstajn-vidbudetsa-v-lutomu-umerov/
https://suspilne.media/921631-nastupnij-ramstajn-vidbudetsa-v-lutomu-umerov/
https://suspilne.media/925241-e-sferi-u-rosii-po-akih-se-mozna-vdariti-sankciami-posol-ukraini-pri-es/
https://suspilne.media/925241-e-sferi-u-rosii-po-akih-se-mozna-vdariti-sankciami-posol-ukraini-pri-es/
https://suspilne.media/925241-e-sferi-u-rosii-po-akih-se-mozna-vdariti-sankciami-posol-ukraini-pri-es/
https://suspilne.media/926907-nato-perebirae-vidpovidalnist-ssa-za-pidtrimku-ukraini-bauer/

heating. As EU officials denounce Russia’s energy =~ Committee in Chiefs of Defence Session took place,
tactics, they also stress their commitment to while the World Economic Forum in Davos gathered
accelerating Moldova’s integration into the global leaders to discuss economic and geopolitical
European Union. challenges. The month concluded with high-level EU
meetings, including the Foreign Affairs Council and
General Affairs Council, reinforcing Europe’s

commitment to stability and cooperation.

TIulia Sarivan Vazha Tavberidze
Jurnal TV/ Deutsche Welle Radio Free Europe/ Georgia Today

Tetyana Vysotska Beka Beriashvili
European Pravda/ Espresso TV Interpressnews/ Palitra News



https://agora.md/2025/01/28/oficialii-ue-critica-folosirea-energiei-drept-arma-de-catre-rusia-si-reafirma-sprijinul-pentru-r-moldova-suntem-hotarati-sa-acceleram-procesul-de-extindere-video
https://agora.md/2025/01/28/oficialii-ue-critica-folosirea-energiei-drept-arma-de-catre-rusia-si-reafirma-sprijinul-pentru-r-moldova-suntem-hotarati-sa-acceleram-procesul-de-extindere-video
https://suspilne.media/926907-nato-perebirae-vidpovidalnist-ssa-za-pidtrimku-ukraini-bauer/
https://youtu.be/d7rYCK0Je6s?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/live/PEOf4nQKImw?feature=shared&t=6842
https://suspilne.media/935365-novij-paket-sankcij-proti-rosii-moze-buti-gotovij-do-lutogo-kallas/
https://suspilne.media/935365-novij-paket-sankcij-proti-rosii-moze-buti-gotovij-do-lutogo-kallas/

NATO Visit

As part of the Maison du MédiaLab programme,
our resident journalists had the opportunity to visit
NATO headquarters for an in-depth briefing on the
alliance’s current priorities and partnerships. The
day began with an overview of NATO’s global
partnerships, presented by Krisztian Meszaros,
Director of the Partnership and Global Affairs
Directorate, followed by a session on the current
NATO agenda, led by Beata Patasova from the
Public Diplomacy Division. The journalists engaged
in discussions on security policy, strategic
communications, and NATO’s evolving role in
global affairs. This visit provided a wunique
equipping

journalists with a deeper understanding of NATO’s

behind-the-scenes perspective,

work and its impact on European security.

POLITICO

Euractiv & Politico Europe Newsroom's

study visits

As part of the Maison du MédiaLab programme, our
resident journalists visited the newsrooms of Euractiv
and Politico Europe, engaging in discussions on EU
and NATO coverage from both Brussels-based and
Eastern European perspectives. At Euractiv, they
explored the challenges of policy-driven journalism,
multilingual reporting, and the impact of EU
decisions on their home regions. At Politico Europe,
discussions centered on political reporting, EU
decision-making, and the challenges of covering
Brussels from both Western and Eastern European
perspectives, highlighting differences in media
narratives and audience engagement across regions.
These exchanges provided valuable insights into
press freedom, cross-border journalism, and the role
shaping European

of independent media in

democracy.
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